
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO.91-104

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS AND RESCISSION OF ORDER NO. 89-058 FOR:

SIGNETICS, INC.

FOR THE PROPERTY AT: 811 EAST ARQUES AVENUE
SUNNYVALE
SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Location and Facility Description signetics owns and operates a
facility located at 811 East Arques Avenue, in Sunnyvale, in an
area bounded by Fairoaks and the Bayshore (U.S. 101), Central and
Lawrence Expressways (see Figure 1). This is an area of Santa
Clara County developed as an industrial park, dominated by low rise
buildings. The major business activity of the area is semiconductor
manufacture and research and development.

This is an area of low topographic relief in the southern portion
of the Santa Clara Valley. Surface drainage in the area is to the
north, toward San Francisco Bay. Vegetation is limited to grass
and shrubs.

2. site History Signetics has operated a semiconductor manufacturing
facility at the 811 E. Arques Avenue since 1964. The manufacturing
processes employed at this location have utilized various organic
solvents, acids, corrosives, and metals. Current chemical usage is
similar to past patterns, with the exception of the closure of the
plating operation at 811 E. Arques, which has eliminated some
potential sources of metal pollution, and the elimination of
chemicals containing chromium, phenol, trichloroethylene (TCE) , and
perchloroethylene (PCE).

Initial investigation at the site began in February 1982 with the
detection of a leak in an underground waste solvent storage tank.
The presence of contaminated soil was verified during the tank
removal. Following additional investigation of the Signetics main
campus facility (440 Wolfe, 815 Arques, 830 Arques) the waste
solvent tank area has been identified as the principal source of
contaminants on the Signetics site.

All storage and treatment facilities have been updated and either
relocated above ground or doubly contained. Hazardous materials
from other nearby Signetics facilities are stored at the 811 E.
Arques site, under the regulation of the Federal Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) , prior to offsite disposal at
an appropriate commercial disposal facility.

Pursuant to the South Bay Multi-site cooperative Agreement (MSCA)
and the South Bay Ground Water contamination Enforcement Agreement,
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